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ADVENT 2020 
Foreword 

 

Here Is Our God 
 
Did you realize that for some early Christians, the idea of the 
incarnation – God becoming flesh and living among us – was a real 
problem.  The Gnostics and Marcion thought that the spiritual 
realm was superior to the physical and, as such, God could never 
become fully human.  Marcion even went so far as to cut the birth 
narrative out of the Gospel According to Luke!  Thank God for the 
early church fathers and mothers who cherished the idea of God in 
our midst -- Emmanuel.   
 
God came to walk with us as we are – in our humanity.  To feel our 
pain and our joy.  To show us what love looks like – not in some 
abstract, spiritual sense, but in all the messiness and complexity 
that is life on earth.  This is the God we await during Advent:  The 
God who came to us as one of us, and the God who will come 
again to this physical world to renew all creation – including us. 
 
As you use this devotional guide during this season of anticipation, 
I hope you will consider what the incarnation of God means to 
you.  And I hope you will join us in worship and adult Sunday 
School beginning November 29 – in person and online -- as we 
explore the many ways God is with us.   
 
Thanks to all who faithfully produce our Advent devotion guide 
each year – the members of this congregation, including our 
children – who have thoughtfully explored scripture to offer this 
gift to all. 
 
May you feel the presence of God with you during this holy 
season.  And may others see the presence of God in you! 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Pastor Cheryl                                                     



Sunday, November 29, 2020 
 
John 1:1 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.  
 
In the beginning…the beginning, meaning of all time.  Before the 
world was formed, there was the Word.  Later in the same chapter 
of John we learn that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth.  I find great comfort in that thought.  That 
the Christ whose birth we prepare to celebrate again, came to us 
and dwelt among us.  Our ever-present God, who called all life into 
being, came to us!  May we too be full of grace and truth this 
Advent season. 
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer: Oh, Father God, we thank you for sending us your 
Word made flesh, your Son, our Savior.  May this mysterious 
and wonderful Gift swell our hearts this season and all 
throughout the coming year.  Alleluia and Amen! 



Monday, November 30, 2020 
 
1 John 4:2 
 
2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is from God,  
 
John gives us a gentle reminder that we will know the Spirit of 
God from the messages we hear.  Affirmations that Jesus came to 
bring light and hope into the world are truth from the Spirit of 
God.   All other spirits are noise that distract us from God and will 
hold us down. 

 
Prayer: Heavenly father, open our hearts to know that Jesus 
came in the flesh to save the world.  Lift us up with your Spirit 
as we enter this season of Advent.  Amen 



Tuesday, December 1, 2020 
 
Matthew 2:4-6 
 
4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
Rulers who are typically elected or born -- monarchs, presidents, 
dictators, shahs, oligarchs, etc. are generally thought to be more 
wise, powerful, educated, or qualified to govern. The rule from an 
elevated position. The foretelling of a ruler ‘from the people’ who 
would ‘shepherd’, who would guide, direct and herd must have 
been incredible. God embodied in flesh as Jesus, walking among us 
was an accessible ruler walking among and beside us, caring, 
steering, and protecting us. 
 

 
 
 
Prayer:  Lord, help us embrace the relatability of Jesus in our 
lives and introduce him to others as an extension of your love. 
Amen. 



Wednesday, December 2, 2020 
 
John 10:30 
 
30 The Father and I are one.” 
 
It is at this time of year that we are reminded that Jesus came to 
this earth, fully human, yet fully divine.  One of the fundamental 
beliefs, and one of the great mysteries of our Christian faith.  God 
came to live on the earth just as we do today, experiencing all the 
emotions, temptations and struggles that we humans live with 
today.  And yet, he remained faithful and sinless giving us a 
beautiful example of how we should live our lives in response to 
God’s love.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer: Dear God, we thank for sending Your Son to this earth 
as an expression of Your love and providing us an example of 
how we should show love in this world in response to this love 
and sacrifice.  We ask that you continue to work in us and in 
this world through Your Holy Spirit to help make the world a 
better place.  Help us to be the Christian people you call us to 
be by showing others the love of God in our daily lives during 
this season and every day.  Amen 



Thursday, December 3, 2020 
 
Isaiah 7:14 
 
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 
 
Immanuel, which means “God with us” or “God is with us,” was 
not Jesus’s personal name, but was more symbolic of God’s special 
presence living and walking among his people. Immanuel is a 
reminder that God became a human in Jesus Christ. Rather than a 
“name” in the customary sense, Immanuel describes a concept – a 
reminder of God’s presence among us. 

 
 
 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for surrounding us with 
your grace and love through Christ. Help us show our 
appreciation for this constant assurance by reflecting your 
presence in our lives. Amen. 



Friday, December 4, 2020 
 
Colossians 1:19 
 
19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  
 
It was God's intent when he sent Christ to us that he serve as a 
beacon of hope and an example of a full life through God.  Jesus 
embodies all that is good in the spirit of men.  In that reality, God 
is extremely pleased. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for sending us Jesus so that 
through him we can have the full life you intend for us. Amen. 



Saturday, December 5, 2020  
 
Matthew 1:22-23 
 
22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 
23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”  
 
Breathe and remember -- God is with us!  During the rush and 
crush of our endless to-do lists and daily lives, we are so forgetful.  
We have been given the most incredible gift.  God is in our 
presence, here and now.  Breathe and remember.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer:  Gracious God, thank you for the most precious gift of 
all, Emmanuel.  Help us to stop, breathe and remember that 
you are always with us.  Amen.   



Sunday, December 6, 2020 
 
Luke 1:35 
 
35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 
he will be called Son of God.  
 
The angel’s words conveyed that in His humanity, Jesus would be 
born of Mary, a virgin, and would be holy and at the same time in 
His deity, Jesus would be the Son of the Most High. Whenever 
Christians state the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the truth that 
Jesus Christ is the “only Son” of God, “conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.”  The next time you recite the 
Apostle’s Creed, pause to reflect on the immensity of this simple 
statement and live into it.   
 

 
 
Prayer: Father, what a magnificent gift to humanity. We offer 
thanks with grateful hearts. Amen.  



Monday, December 7, 2020 
 
John 14:6-7 
 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 
Waiting for Jesus...Patience, 
Waiting, what are we waiting for?  Jesus - who will show us the 
way through the twists and turns of our lives! 
Understanding how God will direct me in my day-to-day path, 
having Jesus' life set before me as an example to pattern myself!  I 
cannot expect to live up to the expectations but I can attempt to 
follow Him throughout my life with His guidance. 
 

 
 

 
Prayer: Jesus, I pray for an internal direction that will keep me 
focused on You as I travel the road toward Your Will for my 
life. Amen.  



Tuesday, December 8, 2020 
 
Romans 1:3-4 
 
3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 
flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 
In this time of anticipation of the Advent season, this verse 
explains the story of Jesus from flesh to resurrection, and there is 
anticipation in the promise of what is yet to come.  Using the 
references of ‘his Son’, ‘Son of God’, and ‘Jesus Christ our Lord’ this 
verse leads us from the birth of Jesus to the primary role of our 
Savior.  Advent is the time to celebrate the birth of our Lord, and 
we await this each year in-part because of our anticipation of the 
fulfillment of scripture.  
 

 
Prayer: Dear Lord, please spread your love on each of us during 
this time of anticipation. Please keep your children in your 
hands and in your heart while we feebly navigate each day. 
 Protect us from the evils and negative forces we face and keep 
us ready to celebrate your birth and your 
promised return. Amen 



Wednesday, December 9, 2020  
 
Matthew 1:18 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  
 
During that exciting and likely frightening time for Mary, I 
wonder what she may have felt, how her family and friends 
reacted, how strangers treated her and Joseph…. so much 
uncertainty. We have been dealing with a fair amount of 
uncertainty and fear ourselves in recent days. Like Mary and 
Joseph, we should trust in God’s promises.   
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Prayer: God help me to not only listen for your voice but to 
follow your direction.  Teaching me to listen this holiday 
season, God, would be the best gift of all. Amen.  



Thursday, December 10, 2020 
 
John 8:58 
 
58 Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.”  
 
God had a plan for Abraham.  God had a plan for his Son.  And, 
God has a plan for you. Are you ready to follow? Abraham was not 
ready.  He was too old.  His wife, Sarah, was much past any 
possible childbearing age and yet when God called Abraham and 
Sarah to become the father of a new nation, they did not challenge 
or complain or ignore God. They believed. They followed God's 
plan.  God has a plan for you this Christmas season.  Will you 
challenge God?  Or complain the task is too great? Too impossible?  
Or maybe you can just ignore God and he will go away. Take a 
moment this Christmas season to remember God was here first… 
and we must keep Him first as we celebrate his Son's birth.  
 

 
 
Prayer: Dear God, help me to take a deep breath today and 
remember you and your plan for me first.  First in my busy 
schedule, first in my work, first in my home and, Lord, help me 
remember to keep you first in all aspects of my life. Amen.   



Friday, December 11, 2020 
 
John 6:29 
 
29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom 
he has sent.”  
 
How strange to equate belief with work.  Is it because trust and 
understanding are not effortless, that believing is an intentional, 
sometimes arduous process?  And its product is constructive, not 
passive.  God’s grace may be freely given, but it demands a 
muscular faith.   
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer:  Lord, believing in your son Jesus, what should I be 
doing so that I can be doing the work you want?  Amen. 



Saturday, December 12, 2020 
 
Colossians 2:9 
 
9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,  
 
During his lifetime on earth, Jesus Christ was a very real, living, 
walking, breathing person. He embodied God on earth. In present 
times with God’s grace, we continue Christ’s walk as St. Teresa of 
Avila wrote:  
 

“Christ has no body on earth but ours,  
 no hands but ours, no feet but ours. 
Ours are the eyes through which  
 the compassion of Christ  
  looks upon the world, 
Ours are the feet with which  
 he goes about doing good, 

ours are the hands with which 
   he blesses his people.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help us to be God’s love in the world 
and offer kindness, good will, and hope with our words and 
actions. Amen.  



Sunday, December 13, 2020  
 
Luke 1:30-33 
 
30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  
 
You know Mary thought she knew the path her life would take 
before Gabriel showed up.  She was already betrothed to Joseph.  She 
expected her life would look very much like the lives her mother and 
grandmother had lived – very much like the lives all the other young 
girls in her village had lived for generations. 

But God had a different plan – a wonderful eternity-changing plan for 
Mary to be the mother of the Son of God. 

God knew Mary would be scared and have questions.  He sent the 
Angel Gabriel to calm and reassure her.  Mary had faith in God’s plan, 
even if it was not what she expected.  Mary knew that God would 
give her the grace and peace to walk this new path.  And she followed 
him. 

This past year, the expected paths in our lives have changed.  We are 
scared and have questions, too.  This new way is unfamiliar to us.  
However, we need to try to be more like Mary and remember God is 
with us, shepherding us in a new direction. 

Mary’s path led her to a sweet baby and the Savior for the world.  
What wonders will we encounter on our new journey?  What gifts 
will we be called to create and share with the world? 

 
Prayer: Dear God, You know we are afraid. You know we don’t 
like change. Help us to accept our new challenges, though and 
walk our new paths with Faith in your plans and grace 
knowing that all good things come from your love in us. Amen. 
 



Monday, December 14, 2020 
 
Hebrews 1:3 
 
3 He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, 
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  
 
In this scripture, there are so many references to Jesus as God 
becoming flesh and living among us… 
 
 Reflection of God’s glory 

 Exact imprint of God’s very being 

 Sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
 
The message is unmistakably clear and for that we should always 
rejoice and give thanks!  

 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we are humbled by your unfailing 
presence in our lives, what a magnificent gift! Amen.  



Tuesday, December 15, 2020 
 
John 1:9 
 
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.   
 
As we struggle with so many false leaders vying for our attention 
and our faith, it is comforting to read this scripture and be 
reminded that the Messiah’s light is the true path, not a false 
promise. His love is a gift that is offered to all, we have only to 
accept it. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, during this season of Advent, help us to see your 
true light, feel your true light and accept your true light into 
our hearts. Amen. 



Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
 
Hebrews 1:6 
 
6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

Just as the angels proclaimed and rejoiced in the birth of Jesus 
Christ, we must continue to bear witness to our Savior, spreading 
our wings to share the good news.  We are all angels who can 
extend kindness, goodness, peace and joy to others around us as 
we embrace the grace and love of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer:  Dear God, help us to move undaunted toward the light 
to exclaim the great joy of knowing the truth of your grace and 
love that abides within us and around us each and every day. 
Amen 



Thursday, December 17, 2020 
 
Colossians 1:15-20 
 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been 
created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 
God sent his son, Jesus, into the world so that we could see His 
works through the person of the Christ. Although God is invisible 
to us, He made it possible for us to see Him through His son who 
came to us in human form. In this way, we know that Christ reigns 
supreme over the universe and everything within it, including us, 
His people. How blessed are we that Jesus Christ is our Lord and 
Savior and that He lives! 

 
Prayer: Dear God, we thank You for the gift of Christ who 
reigns over all and knows us better than we know ourselves. 
He came to us as a human and showed us Your mighty power 
and loving grace. Thank you for the gift of your precious Son. 
In Christ's name we pray. Amen 



Friday, December 18, 2020 
 
Philippians 2:5-7 
 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
 
Philippians 2:1-11 discussed Jesus’s humility, shedding his majesty 
to take the nature of a servant and being made in the likeness of a 
human being. In The Book of Joy, a 2016 conversation between 
two Nobel Peace Prize recipients, His Holiness the 14th Dalai 
Lama and Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu discuss humility as 
one of the eight pillars of joy: “Humility is the recognition that 
your gifts are from God, and humility allows us to celebrate the 
gifts of others, but it does not mean you have to deny your own 
gifts or shrink from using them. God uses each of us in our own 
way, and even if you are not the best one, you may be the one 
who is needed, or the one who is there.” On the night Jesus was 
born, God chose a few ordinary shepherds caring for their flocks in 
the fields to be the first to receive the glorious news of His Son’s 
birth. And, like the shepherds, each one of us can receive the news 
of God’s gift with great joy and be a humble messenger of this 
glorious news in our own way.  

 
Prayer: Loving God, open my mind to Your Will and give 
guidance to whatever path You will lead me. Amen.  



Saturday, December 19, 2020 
 
Galatians 4:4-5 
 
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 5 in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as children.  

It is a hard concept to grasp, but because Jesus died for our sins, 
we can consider Jesus our brother!  We are children of God and so 
was Jesus!  How exciting is that!  We have family speaking on our 
behalf with God and because we have been redeemed through 
Jesus’ death on the cross, we have been given the gift of adoption 
into the heavenly family.  Oh, what a gift Jesus was, providing the 
grace that gives us eternal life with a heavenly family. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, we thank for sending your Son into the 
world so that we may have eternal life!  Help us to live our lives 
in a way that reflects this wonderful gift.  Help us to show and 
be the love of God, here today in the weary world as we seek to 
follow the example given to us by the life of Jesus.  Amen 



Sunday, December 20, 2020  
 
John 20:31 
 
31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name. 
 
During this crazy year when everything we have taken for granted 
throughout our lives seems to have changed, we can take comfort 
in knowing that the most important thing in our lives has not 
changed...Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. 
 

 
Prayer: Dear Lord, please keep reminding us that the world as 
we know it is our temporary home and that our eternal resting 
place is with You. Amen. 



Monday, December 21, 2020 
 
Romans 9:5 
 
5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the 
Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

Through the lineage of the patriarchs, Christ came in flesh as the 
promised Messiah.  Although denied as the Messiah by the 
Israelites, Christ was the great blessing from God.  His birth 
brought great promise of hope, compassion, forgiveness, eternal 
life and love, guiding us through the light and the darkness. 

 

Prayer:  Dear God, as Christmas approaches with the 
challenges of the pandemic, help us not forget the reason for 
this season. The coming of Jesus gave us the promises of hope, 
peace and love for all. Thank you for the greatest gift of your 
Son. Amen. 



Tuesday, December 22, 2020 
 
John 6:38 
 
38 for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him 
who sent me.  

In the aftermath of a gathering of locals, where Jesus fed thousands 
with just a few loaves of bread and two fish (a symbolic action to 
show them He could also provide for their material needs). At 
first, they were amazed and praised him, but later most of the 
crowd, missing the point of His lesson, turned away from Him. 
They apparently came only for the free food. He sought to teach 
them to look to eternal, spiritual things rather than focusing on 
earthly, material things. That he, alone, was the one that could 
supply the spiritual food that everyone needed. He told them that 
he was the incarnate word made flesh, obedient to God the Father, 
and his ministry came directly from heaven and should be 
recognized as such.  

 

Prayer. Heavenly Father, we thank you that Jesus was sent to 
Earth, dressed in human flesh, who lived a perfect life and 
reminded us that God’s divine plan for our redemption is 
through Jesus Christ alone. I pray that I may feed on His 
everlasting supply of spiritual food, with thanksgiving and 
praise, all the days of my life. Amen 



Monday, December 23, 2020 
 
1 Timothy 3:16 
 
16 Without any doubt, the mystery of our religion is great: 
He was revealed in flesh, vindicated in spirit, 
        seen by angels, proclaimed among Gentiles, 
    believed in throughout the world,  taken up in glory. 
 
During these trying and difficult times it is comforting to know 
that Christ is with us ... as He has always been.  We awake each 
morning to hear birds chirping, see the sunrise, hear the laughter 
of children, and witness God's glory all the day long.  The world 
today is undergoing some of its most difficult times in recent 
history; the COVID-19 Pandemic, the civil unrest we witness on an 
almost daily basis, and a feeling of strife among God's children.  
Yet, we reach back into our early learnings and know that God is 
watching over us, that Christ is with us as we take each step along 
the way.  
 
As we approach this holiday where we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, let us remember that we are eternally blessed by Christ and 
take comfort in that knowledge. 

 
Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, we thank You for all the many 
blessings.  We thank You for always being there with us 
watching over and taking care of us.  We pray that all 
humankind will reach out to You and seek Your peace and 
comfort as we all go through our daily lives.  In Christ's name 
we pray.  Amen. 



Tuesday, December 24, 2020 
 
Isaiah 9:6 
 
6 For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
This year the throne name for Jesus that is most meaningful to me 
is, “Wonderful Counselor.” Our king has a plan for us and will 
carry out his program of action. I know that no one can 
thwart what he has purposed and when he stretches out his hand 
no one can turn it back. I want to be part of that plan. 
 

 
 
Prayer: We ask you, Wonderful Counselor, to make us 
attentive to and cooperative with the work you are doing in 
and around us. Use me and this congregation to accomplish 
your purpose. Stretch out your hand that all the world will 
know you have sent the Messiah and have a plan for our good 
and the glory of your name. Amen. 



Wednesday, December 25, 2020 
 
John 1:14 
 
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer:  Gracious Lord, thank you for the precious gift 
of your son Jesus Christ to teach us about your love 
for us. Amen. 



 

Epiphany 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hebrews 1:6 
 
6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he 
says, 
 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
 
 


